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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE TNC MINISTERIAL NEXT SPRING 

1 . SOAMES' CHEF DE CABINET HANNAY CALLED SEPTEMBER 16 TO TELL US 
THAT COMMISSION INTENDS TO PURSUE PROPOSAL FOR A MARCH MINISTERIAL 
MEETING OF TNC DURING FIRST MEETING OF ARTICLE 1 13 COMMITTEE 

AT PRINCIPALS LEVEL, CURRENTLY SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 24. 

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 14 WAS A DEPUTIES LEVEL AND COMMISSION DID 
NOT WISH TO DISCUSS PROPOSAL THEN SINCE DEPUTIES WOULD HAVE 
INSISTED THEY WERE NOT COMPETENT TO DECIDE. IN ANY CASE, ALL 
MEMBER STATES KNOW OF PROPOSAL (FROM LUYTEN BRIEFING LAST JULY) 
AND PRINCIPALS OUGHT TO BE READY TO ACT ON IT SEPTEMBER 24. 

2. HANNAY CONFIRMED THAT COMMISSION CONTINUES TO FAVOR IDEA OF 
MEETING AND IS OPTIMISTIC MEMBER STATES WILL AGREE. HOWEVER, 

HE SAID SOAMES HAS SOME RELUCTANCE ABOUT "GOING PUBLIC" (I.E. 

MAKING FORMAL PROPOSAL IN GENEVA) AT THIS STAGE, IMPLYING 
COMMISSION WOULD PREFER TO DELAY FORMAL JOINT APPROACH UNTIL 
LATER THIS YEAR. 

3. HANNAY DEFINED COMMISSION'S PERCEPTION OF PURPOSE OF MEETING 
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MTN BY END OF 1977, RATHER THAN TO REACH DECISIONS ON SPECIFIC 
ISSUES. SINCE PURPOSE IS THUS MAINLY "POLITICAL ", THERE WOULD 
BE NO NEED FOR LENGTHY PRE-MEETING PREPARATIONS, AND THEREFORE 
NO NECESSITY TO MAKE FORMAL APPROACH UNTIL LATER. HINTON 
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